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For years, the vast majority
of Hispanic Catholics sent
their children to local pub-

lic schools while seats in nearby
Catholic schools went unfilled,
but a program that encourages
Hispanic parents who do have
their children in Catholic schools
to share their experiences with
others is starting to bear fruit.

The Catholic School Advantage
program, a collaboration between
the Archdiocese of Chicago and
the University of Notre Dame,
trains parents — called “padri-
nos” (godfathers) and “madrinas”
(godmothers) — to spread the
word about the differences be-
tween public, private and
parochial schools, and why they
think parochial schools are a
good choice. 

The program’s goal is to pro-
mote Catholic schools within the
Hispanic community and increase
enrollment of this group within
the system. 

The most frequent obstacle is a
fear that Catholic schools are too
expensive, said Juana Sanchez, a
consultant with Catholic School
Advantage.

“The parents who have children
in Catholic schools are our best
allies by sharing their personal
experiences with other parents
who think they can’t because it’s
too expensive,” Sanchez said.
“The schools in many cases offer
scholarships.”

Started in 15 schools
The Archdiocese of Chicago

started the program in 15 schools
last year, but saw results across
the archdiocese. In the 2011-12
academic year the number of His-
panic students increased from
11,618, or 18.7 percent of the
total student population, to
11,796, or 19.1 percent of the
total student population, a net in-
crease of 178 Hispanic students.
The 15 schools in the program
had a net increase of 37 Hispanic
students.

Results for the 2012-13 aca-
demic school year, which incor-
porated an additional 13 schools
into the program, will be released
in October. 

The CSA program emerged as a
result of a January 2010 study
published by Notre Dame that
found: “Only 3 percent of His-
panic families enroll their chil-
dren in Catholic schools. At the
same time, there are almost
700,000 empty seats in Catholic
schools throughout the country,

which represents an enormous
opportunity to provide an educa-
tional alternative to the Hispanic
community.”

This study also found that His-
panic students who were enrolled
in Catholic schools were 42 per-
cent more likely to graduate from
high school and two and a half
more times more likely to gradu-
ate from a college or university
than other students enrolled in
public schools. 

Influencing parents
The program includes a number

of diverse strategies, based large-
ly on direct contact.

“We know that our greatest
asset is to have a parent who
knows the value of a Catholic
school education and it can influ-
ence other parents to recognize
that value,” ,” said Sanchez. “It’s
precisely in that aspect where we
have had our best outcome, where
those same parents take the initia-
tive to say ‘I am happy with the
Catholic school, my child is
doing extremely well, and I want
to share this advantage with other
parents.’” 

Based on this sentiment, it is
those same parents who share
their experiences during or after
all the Masses or at the park,
throughout the community.

The parents who actively cam-
paign for the success of this pro-
gram receive training to help
them talk to other parents in their
communities. Such initiatives
have generated an increased en-
rollment of Hispanic children. 

“Some parents don’t know the
difference between a public
school, a private school and a
Catholic school,” said Sanchez,
who added that the “padrinos”
and “madrinas” share with par-
ents who then share what they
learned with other parents. “This
is how it goes all the way down
the line,” she said. “The key mes-
sage is: Don’t miss your opportu-
nity to ask questions to know
more about what a Catholic
school education is all about.”

The CSA program has been im-
plemented in 250 Catholic
schools, from the Diocese of
Brooklyn as well as the Archdio-
ceses of Chicago, New York, Los
Angeles and San Antonio.

In January third-graders Jennifer Lopez and Hanna Mahmoud color in an
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe they drew as part of a project on differ-
ent ethnic “Marys” at St. Colette School in Rolling Meadows. St. Colette
was one of 15 schools to participate in the Catholic Schools Advantage
program, a collaboration between the archdiocese and the University of
Notre Dame. Karen Callaway/Catholic New World

‘Padrinos’ encourage more
Hispanic families to enroll their
children in Catholic schools

  

MARTIN BYRNE
PLASTERING

��Ceilings ��Wall Patching & Repairing
��Comp. Plastering

Free Estimate  Fully Insured

773-283-6182

Piano and Organ Tuning
Church and Home.  $90 
38 yrs. Frank Edwards. 
Call 773-287-6526
or 773-921-8905.

Sales and Service

Piano Tuning

CLASSIFIED
SERVICES

Home Improvement

Part Time Business for Sale
Nets 47K from home

Christian themed magazine
No experience necessary

Clients are well established
Do from your location

Retiring. $24,900
Call 828.667.5371

FOR SALE

Other

Director of Campus Ministry
Mercy College of Health Sciences in
Des Moines is looking for a Director
of Campus Ministry to provide spiri-
tual support to the college commu-
nity and to administer campus
ministry needs. Quali.cations in-
clude a master’s degree in ministry,
scripture, theology or religious stud-
ies; active Roman Catholic; 3 years’
experience with non-traditional aged
young adult ministry; and the ability
to teach in higher education. Candi-
dates should apply at

www.mercydesmoines.org.

Visit www.mchs.edu 
for more information.

Mercy College of Health Sciences
values the strength that diversity

brings to the workplace. 

HELP WANTED

Full-Time

RETREAT

Spirituality

NEED SILENCE AND PRAYER?
COME TO ONE HEART, ONE

SOUL SPIRITUALITY CENTER,
Kankakee, Illinois. Peaceful

wooded river front setting with
hermitages, private rooms and

meeting facilities. 
815-937-2244

www.sscm-usa.org/ohos.html

REAL ESTATE

Rentals

AADD HHEERREE CCAALLLL
312-534-7777

Enjoy fall colors and visit the
Marian Apparitions, Shrine of
Our Lady of Good Help.
Vacation rental home minutes
away on the bay of Green Bay.
Fully furnished 2 bedroom/2
bath, sleeps 6. 

Call 731-234-7610

Stay Connected . . .
. . . with Your Faith Resource
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